








Ministries and Groups

Arimatheans. Arimatheans attend funeral Masses
and memorial services to provide support and
compassion. Please contact Ann Petrillo:
239.248.2189

Jamaica Outreach Program. JOP provides goods,
food, medical-vision-dental services, education, and
basic support to improve the lives of the poor in
Jamaica. We welcome new volunteers. For more
information, contact Jeanne Stamant Pittman:
239.248.3248 or info@jamaicaoutreach.org

Knights of Columbus. At St. John the Evangelist,
Knights serve parish ministries, sponsor parish
events and help with special projects. They support
our clergy, fund parish equipment, assist in events
for our youth and help the less fortunate. You can
learn more about the parish K of C Council on our
website https://11281.knights.church or contact us,
at info@kofccouncil11281.org or leave a message
at 239.228.3938, and we'll respond promptly.
Fourth degree Knights can find information about
our Assembly at https://3308.patriotic.degree.

Knitting & Crocheting. Meets year-round on
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in classrooms 3&4 in the
Parish Activity Center. No experience necessary.
Make baby and children’s items, prayer shawls,
nursing home and elderly blankets. Contact Sharon
Camp: 239.438.7867 or sharon@naples.net

Faith Chat - (formerly Women of the Word) A
group of women who meet on Thursdays from 9:30
a.m.-11:00 a.m. in the Claussen Center for Bible
Study. The next session will begin on October 6 at
9:30 a.m.. The group will watch the second season
of the TV series "The Chosen." PLease contact Lee
Pinto at Leepinto2924@aol.com or 239.821.6195
for more informaiton.

Boy Scout Troop 226 - St. John the Evangelist.
Prepare boys to make ethical and moral choices
over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of
the Scout Oath and Law. Meets on Mondays at 6:45
p.m. in the Alexandria Room. scoutmaster@troop-
226.com

Pray the Rosary & the Chaplet of Divine Mercy -
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy are recited every
day starting 50 minutes before Mass begins, Monday
through Saturday. Summer Schedule at 7:40 a.m.,

Winter Schedule at 7:10 a.m. Maria Desa: 239-529-7611

Cenacle of Life Prayer Group - Rosemary Erickson:
239.250.0432

Ladies of Charity. Our motto is to serve rather than to
be served in humility, simplicity, and charity. We strive to
serve the poor, sick, and marginalized in our community.
Membership is open to any Catholic woman. For more
information, please contact Karen Kaspar at
kemk77@aol.com or 216.496.7414.

Sewing Ministry. Sewing Ministry meets to sew for
needy children on Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 in the
Parish Activity Center, rooms 1 and 2. Donations, both
monetary and of fabrics and supplies are welcome. If you
like to sew we encourage you to come and see what we
are all about. Please call either Barbara Arthur at
239.250.4162, email Bka1678@hotmail.com or Phyllis
Crivelli 973.710.6347, email jandpcrivelli@gmail.com
before coming to make sure we are meeting that day.

The Society of St. Vincent DePaul. We give glory to
God by offering direct/in-home help to anyone in need
within the boundaries of our parish. Our work spans
fighting food insecurity, keeping families in their homes,
and a wide variety of special projects and programs
focused on helping our neighbors address difficult
challenges. We meet the FIRST and THIRD Tuesdays of
every month at 9:00 a.m. in the Rome Room. Contact
Fred Michaels: fmam@epix.net.

Cub Scout Pack 226 - Chartered at St. John the
Evangelist. Provide families with an opportunity to raise
their young boys in the way of Jesus and through the
formative values of Scouting. Meets on Mondays at 6:00
p.m. Contact Melissa Wychocki: mwychocki@gmail.com

AA Robert: 239.287.2442
Adult Children of Alcoholics Tom Mooney, 239.287.0195

Al-Anon For meeting locations and times, call 239.263.5907
or visit www.NaplesAl-Anon.org

Centering Prayer/Lectio Divina - Mondays at 5:00
p.m. via Zoom. Kathleen Dunne: kadunne61@aol.com,
901.574.2947

Liturgy of the Hours - Call the Office: 239.566.8740
Pray the Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena:
Every Saturday immediately after the 8:00 a.m. Mass.
Allan Degnan : 239-919-4465
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Gospel Reflection with Fr. Tom

Thanks to the book Schindler’s Ark, and the film, Schindler’s List, the name Oskar Schindler became known to
millions of people around the world. Schindler was a German industrialist. During World War Il he saved over
a thousand Polish Jews from the concentration camps. As the war ended the Germans pulled out of Poland,

and the people awaited the arrival of the Russians. Just before the Russians arrived, Schindler too decided to
flee westwards.

When his Jewish workers, now free, heard he was leaving they got together to see how they could express
their gratitude to him. All that was to hand to make a gift was base metal. Then one of them suggested
something better. He opened his mouth to show his gold bridgework.

“Take this,” he said. “Were it not for Oskar, the SS would have had the stuff anyway. My teeth would be in a
heap in some SS warehouse, along with the golden fangs of many others.”

At first the others resisted the man’s offer but he insisted. So he had his bridgework extracted by a prisoner
who had once been a dentist in Krakow. A jeweler among them melted the gold down and fashioned a ring
out of it. On the inner circle of the ring they inscribed these words from the Talmud: “The one who saves a
single life, saves the entire world.”

It was an astonishing and deeply moving gesture of gratitude. That is one of the marvelous things about
gratitude - it makes us want to give something back. “Gratitude is the heart’s memory” (French Proverb).

But then someone might say that it was the least they could do since they owed their lives to Schindler.
The ten lepers in the Gospel also owed their lives to Jesus; yet only one of them came back to thank him.

It’s seems strange that the one who came back to give thanks was an outsider - a Samaritan. But isn’t that
how it it often is? The insider takes everything for granted, and is taken for granted too. The outsider, on the

other hand, sees everything as a gift. We find the same thing in the First Reading. We see the foreigner,
Naaman, coming back to thank Elisha for curing his leprosy.

We are better at demanding gratitude than at giving it. This indicates how selfish much of our giving can be.
If anyone finds his brother ungrateful, it is not the other person’s happiness he is seeking, but his own.
Jesus demanded gratitude, but not for himself. What he said was, “Has no one come back to give praise to
God except this foreigner.” From this it’s clear that he wasn’t thinking of himself. He was thinking of the lep
ers. It is a good and necessary thing for the recipient of a favor to be able to show gratitude.

Itis very important for us to be able to express thanks. It’s good for ourselves in the first place - it forces us
to acknowledge the debt we owe to others. And of course it”s good for the other person - it makes him /her
feel appreciated. The person who does not give thanks for little, does not give thanks for much. Hence, the
importance of being grateful for, and appreciating, the small favors done and services rendered every day.

As for expressing gratitude to God: God doesn’t need our thanks, But we need to thank God. It reminds us
that everything we have we owe to him. It’s easy to be grateful to God for the good things that happen to us.
But we must try to be grateful for all of our lives - the bad as well as the good, the sorrows and the joys, the
failures and successes. This is no easy task. We can truly call ourselves grateful people only when we can say
thanks for everything that has brought us to this moment. This kind of gratitude enables us to reclaim our
whole past, and to see it as the concrete way in which God has led us to this moment.

When we look back over our lives, we see that the things that
2 hurt us and the things which helped us cannot be separated
g from each other. We must try to see the guiding hand of a

loving God in all that has brought us to where we are now.

S5
I October 9, 2022 @® Conncectwith Us: www.sjecc.com @  Follow @sjecc Naples on f@ I




Penitential Act

| confess to almighty God

and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have greatly sinned,

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what | have done and in what | have
failed to do,

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the
Lord our God.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed
be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Communion Prayer

Lord, | am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

Ukraine Prayer

Loving God,

We pray for the people of Ukraine,

for all those suffering or afraid,

that you will be close to them and protect
them.

We pray for world leaders,

for compassion, strength and wisdom to
guide their choices.

We pray for the world

that in this moment of crisis,

we may reach out in solidarity

to our brothers and sisters in need.
Amen

The Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of
God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living, and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins,

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Gloria (Glory to God in the Highest)

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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